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How can educators bring together

land- and art-based learning to help

students understand, appreciate and
care for the natural world?
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https://shenizianmohamed.com/2013/11/02/colour-and-light-leaves-as-inspiration/ https.//artfulparent.com/richard-shilling-on-land-art-for-kids/


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fshenizjanmohamed.com%2F2013%2F11%2F02%2Fcolour-and-light-leaves-as-inspiration%2F&psig=AOvVaw0BWpyTshm2JbZW61wyyAw3&ust=1674157699748000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CBAQjRxqFwoTCKDi7Mnx0fwCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://artfulparent.com/richard-shilling-on-land-art-for-kids/

Goals

Eco-art is defined in part by the materials and techniques

used in art-making.

e Learning is focused on humans’ relationships with and/or
impact on the Earth.

e Emphasis on collaboration, place-based learning and
activism, and the use of biodegradable materials and
natural processes in art-making.

e This resource pack focuses specifically on land art - visual
art that uses materials from nature.

e There is a focus on how this type of art-making can

support students’ understanding, appreciation, and

stewardship of the natural world.

Inwood, H. J. (2013). Cultivating artistic approaches to environmental learning: Exploring eco-art
education in elementary classrooms. . i icle-fi


https://dergipark.org.tr/en/download/article-file/89013

Brief Summary

=
P4 Three main approaches (Inwood, 2013):

1. Learning in the environment: nature as the site for
art-making

2. Learning about the environment: art with nature as
its subject, with natural materials, or with materials
selected using the 3Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle)

3. Learning for the environment: viewing and
critiquing eco-art as activism

Inwood, H. J. (2013). Cultivating artistic approaches to environmental learning: Exploring eco-art
education in elementary classrooms. : i icle—fi



https://dergipark.org.tr/en/download/article-file/89013

Learning /nthe environment

Approach Type of Lesson

Art Education Concepts

Environmental
Education Concepts

Learninginthe  Ice sculptures

environment: Waterfront eco-art designs
Bark rubbings

nature as site for ~ Natural sculptures

art-making Butterfly relief sculptures

and/or exhibiting  Clay insect homes

art Eco-Art exhibition

(Inwood, 2013, pp. 134-135).

Sculpting, shape
Installation design
Drawing, texture
Sculpting , composition
Clay modelling, shape
Clay modelling

Exhibit & touring
techniques

Sense of place
Ecosystems thinking
Sense of place
Sense of place
Ecosystems thinking
Sense of place
Ecosystems thinking




Learning 260u/the environment

Approach

Type of Lesson

Art Education Concepts

Environmental
Education Concepts

Learning about
the
environment:
nature as subject
for art

art created with
natural materials

art created with
the 3Rs

Leaf and tree drawings
Landscape drawings
Rainforest batiks
Community mural
Transparent ground
drawings

‘Take 30’ photographs
Nature quilt

Natural dyeing

Seed and sand drawings
Potato print frames
Edible veggie sculptures
Junk art sculptures and
masks

Urban/rural drum collages
Papermaking

Scarecrow sculptures

Drawing, line, shape,
shading

Drawing, line, perspective
Drawing, colour, line,
shape

Drawing, painting, colour
Drawing, line
Composition

Collage

Dyeing, colour

Collage

Printmaking, shape
Composition

Sculpting, form

Collage

Papermaking, drawing
Sculpting, form

Sense of place
Ecosystems thinking
Human impacts
Sense of place
Sense of place
Sense of place
Sense of place
Human impacts
Sense of place
Human impacts
Human impacts
Human impacts
Sense of place
Human impacts
Human impacts

(Inwood, 2013, pp. 134-135).




Learning forthe environment

Approach Type of Lesson

Art Education Concepts

Environmental
Education Concepts

Learning forthe  Andy Goldsworthy
environment: Emily Carr
viewing and Brian Jungen
critiquing eco-art  Art gardens, Harbourfront
art as activism Giant grapevine
basket/fence
God's eye garden
sculptures
‘Solution to Pollution’
video
Earth day posters
Wish scrolls
Pioneer art garden

Art history/criticism
Art history/criticism
Art history/criticism
Art history/criticism
Weaving

Weaving, colour

Video production
Drawing, printing
Drawing, printing
Sculpting and planting

Sense of place
Human impacts
Human impacts
Sense of place
Human impacts
Human impacts
Human impacts
Human impacts
Human impacts
Ecosystems-thinking

(Inwood, 2013, pp. 134-135).




“Without continuous hands-on‘ . .
experience, it is impossible for children to

acquire a deep, intuitive understanding

of the natural world that is the foundation

of sustainable development.”

—ROBIN C. MOORE and

Moore, R. C., & Wong, H. H. (1997). Natural learning : Creating environments for
rediscovering nature’s way of teaching. MIG Communications.




https://www.nickneddo.com/shop/the-organic-artist-for-kids-4jg2c


https://www.nickneddo.com/shop/the-organic-artist-for-kids-4jg2c
https://www.thecraftycrow.net/2010/10/fall-is-a-great-time-for-land-art.html

Opportunities to Use Land-artin Teaching

Land art can be applied in multiple settings. Students can:

e Explore virtual or real-life examples of land art and natural
materials inside the classroom.

e Explore and mindfully collect natural materials from the schoolyard
or surrounding community to create their own land art individually
or collaboratively.

e Explore an outdoor space other than their schoolyard or
neighbourhood to engage with the nature and create land art.

Land art lends itself well to a cross-curricular approach, and can spark
an appreciation for nature via many different entry points and interests
for students.

12



Opportunities in Social Studies

- Land Art Histories
o Provide students with examples of land art over time and in different
places/communities.
o Discuss the history of this type of art in relation to the environmental
movement.
o Have students create their own land art for a historical topic or issue
that has lasting impacts in the present.

- Sample inquiry questions to tie in to environmental education:
o How has art been used to communicate messages about the
environment and society in the past?
o Whose voices and perspectives have been highlighted in this art?

13



Opportunities in Social Studies

vy - Civic Engagement through Land Art

o Have students create a piece of land art that raises awareness of a
social or environmental issue within the community.

o Invite community members to view the land art and reflect on the ideas
and issues represented. The audience may be encouraged to contribute
to the land art or create their own.

- Sample inquiry questions to tie in to environmental education:
o How can art be used to communicate a message? What is the
significance of the different natural materials used?
o What are the benefits of using land art to support a social or
environmental cause? What are the challenges or limitations?



Opportunities in Social Studies

- Representing Geographies with Natural Materials
o Invite students to observe and notice the natural geographies in their
community.
o Have students build a piece of art representing this geography using
natural materials from the land itself.

- Sample inquiry questions to tie in to environmental education:

o What do you notice about the natural features of the land in our
community? How might these features differ in other regions and why?

15



Opportunitiesin Math

« Find patterns and symmetry in the materials you use to create your
land art.
> Primary/Junior: notice the repetitive shapes of pine cones and
symmetry of leaves.
> Intermediate/Senior: explore the Fibonacci sequence found in
snail shells.

« Sample inquiry questions to tie in to environmental education:

o What are some patterns you notice in your land art or natural
materials? Where else are patterns found in nature? Why do you
think patterns are so commonly found in nature?

o What are some ways that humans contribute to or disrupt the
patterns that can be found in nature? What effect do these
contributions or disruptions have?

16



Ingpiration and Examples

Andy Goldsworthy Examples

Fibonacci Colour, shape, line,emphasis 17
Sequence


https://www.goldsworthy.cc.gla.ac.uk/

Opportunitiesin Art

« Explore the elements and principles of art through land art.
o Consider texture, value, colour, etc.

« Sample inquiry questions to tie in to environmental education:

o How have you created texture, value, colour, etc. in your land art?
Compare this to how a visual artist uses conventional materials to
create the same element in their art. What are the similarities and
differences between the two?

18



Opportunitiesin Science

Physical properties of materials.
o Strong materials (sticks) vs. weaker materials (leaves).

e Relate to climate change.
o Certain materials might not be available in the future; certain
materials might be abundant because they are an invasive species.
o Create something that represents how you feel about climate
change.

e Sample inquiry questions to tie in to environmental education:
o Which materials did you most like using and why?
o Was it easy or difficult to find this particular material? Why do you
think that is?

o Why might different leaves or seeds have different 19
characteristics?



Opportunities for Health and Wellness

Mindfulness and being present
o Primary/Junior: set up a senses scavenger hunt for students to explore
the environment and find materials to use in their land art (e.g., find
something that is rough/smooth, makes a sound, you can see light
through, has a smell).
e Useland art to help address eco-anxiety
o If implemented well, this can be grounding, utilizes all five senses,
allows students to explore and process emotions, and enriches their
connection to nature (Scheirich, 2020).
e Collaboration, communication, open mindedness, acceptance of new
ideas, creating inclusive environments
o E.g, through collaborative land art projects.

e Sample inquiry questions to tie in to environmental education:
o What are some gifts that nature gives to us? What are some 2

ways we can show our gratitude or give back to nature?




Indigenous Cultures and Worldviews

B ¢ Look at historical and contemporary examples of Indigenous artwork
using natural materials

o For example, black ash baskets, quillwork, wampum, beadwork,
birch biting, totem poles, etc.

o Compare and contrast examples over time, between Indigenous
cultures, using different materials, art for different purposes, etc.

o This activity could be done by Indigenous and non-Indigenous
students alike.

e Sample inquiry questions to tie in to environmental education:

o Explore a piece of artwork that uses natural materials from an
Indigenous culture. What makes this method or material unique to
this culture? How are the materials or methods used to create
meaning in the art? 21



e Who created this basket? Which Indigenous
culture does the artist belong to?

e What materials were used? Where are they
available? How were they harvested and
processed?

e What may have been the artist’s intent in
creating this piece? How is this message or
purpose conveyed?

e What knowledge is required to create this piece
of art? Where does that knowledge come from?

e What do the methods and materials used for

https://indigenousartscollective.org/nanc this art suggest about the artist’s culture or

worldview? How can we learn more?

Nanci Ransom


https://indigenousartscollective.org/nanci-ransom/
https://indigenousartscollective.org/nanci-ransom/

“From the beginning, humans have
used visual and material means to
depict and invoke the forces of nature
for both practical and spiritual
purposes.”

— LAURIE E. HICKS and

Hicks, L. E., & King, R. J. H. (2007). Confronting Environmental Collapse: Visual Culture, Art
Education, and Environmental Responsibility. Studies in Art Education, 48(4), 332-335.


https://doi.org/10.1080/00393541.2007.11650111

Inspiration and Examples

Mi'’kmagq Quillwork on Birch Bark

Porcupine quills

“Love the Winged Ones” by Pat Bruderer
» (Cree)
Birch biting


https://www.cherrygallery.com/journal-posts/mikmaq-quillwork
https://bearclawgallery.com/artists/pat-bruderer-birch-bark-biting/
https://www.cherrygallery.com/journal-posts/mikmaq-quillwork

(Bae-Dimitriadis

Prepare for Overcoming Challenges

Prioritize outdoor learning and land-based art education
(evenif it is not privileged in the public education system).
Be creative when finding opportunities for outdoor learning
in urban areas.

Prepare for weather conditions and be flexible.

Ensure accessibility for students with different abilities.

Be proactive about safety considerations — establish rules
and routines.

Ask parents to volunteer, if possible.

Seek out opportunities to situate learning within
Indigenous knowledges, and in relation to place and
community.

Be aware of potential environmental impacts of using
natural resources.

, 2021; Inwood, 2008; Inwood, 2013).

Wz

U




Top Tips

1. Loose Parts: The possibilities are endless!
o Collect or have students collect natural items to use

without a set of instructions to encourage creativity. )

2. Spark Engagement: Model enthusiasm!
o Help reduce nervousness about outdoor play by role
modelling enthusiasm for playing in nature.
o Ask questions about the natural materials to
engage students in deeper thinking and respect for

nature.

3. Observe: Give students space to explore!
o Sometimes the teacher’s role should be quiet

observation.
o Notes and reflections on observations can be used

to enhance future learning opportunities.

Kingston Forest & Nature School Parent Handbook, 2019.




Top Tips

4. Learn Alongside Students: Explore, create, learn!
o Explore nature and create art with students for more
meaningful experiences and relationships. ”

5. Bring in an Elder or knowledge-keeper: Co-create or co-
facilitate!
o Be upfront about the areas where you are not an expert
or appropriate facilitator.
o Foster respect and understanding of Indigenous
knowledge and cultures, and pride for students who
belong to the culture.

6. Take pictures: Share your work with others!

o Helps to foster a sense of pride and enthusiasm in
students. With student permission, these pictures can
be shared to encourage other educators to engage in
land- and art-based learning.

Kingston Forest & Nature School Parent Handbook, 2019




Ingpiration and Examples

28
https://www.facebook.com/TakeEmOutside


https://www.facebook.com/TakeEmOutside
https://www.facebook.com/TakeEmOutside
https://www.facebook.com/TakeEmOutside

ﬁ Recommended Resources

Lesson Plans and Activities

Wintermobile activity plan

Detailed guide for approaching the Wintermobile activity, creating land art from
basic resources like berries, sticks, pinecones and spices.

Outdoor ClassroomDay resources database
Contains multiple Land art activitiesfor various age ranges and various targeted

subjects.

Nature’s Art Box book
This book is a collection of materials for environmentaleducation, focusing on
nature-art and land art.

Wintergreen Studios website and LandArt BioBlitz tab

Useful for highlighting multiple outdoor activities, landart activities along with guides

on how to complete them.
29
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https://tinkergarten.com/activities/ice-mobiles
https://outdoorclassroomday.com/resources/
https://www.amazon.com/Natures-Art-Box-t-shirts-materials/dp/1580174906/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1298828688&sr=8-1
https://www.wintergreenstudios.com/land-art-bioblitz
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Recommended Resources

Websites

Hilary Inwood Resources
This website is a collection of materials for environmentaleducation, with a focus on

nature-art and land art.

Leave no Trace

This website promotes cross-curricular learning about land use, sustainability, and the
environment.

Nature-Art-Education website and resources tab

Includes books, articles, videos and teaching materials for lessons on Nature -Art,
closely relatedto land art.

Teacher Guides
Into Nature: A Guide to Teaching in Nearby Natur
Introductory guide to teaching land art-related activities and lessons, with detailed, |
information on how to teach in nature.



https://hilaryinwood.ca/resources.html
https://leavenotrace.ca/about-lnt/
http://www.naturearteducation.org/?fbclid=IwAR2UzFMGKkV07LxGTS3JdJqtL4UzLkDi84wxmD7enmeioOcmphOy7JB0kKI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16hIk0fBz4MGR5VwaKjEyopOt-hfG5oGB/view?usp=share_link

ﬁ Recommended Resources =

Workshops

Focus on Nature
The Focus on Nature workshopis a day-long experience that teaches visual design skills
and nature appreciation throughinteractive lessons and hands-on activities.

Podeasts and Videos

For What it's Earth podcast
This podcast blends the arts and environmental sciencesto help listeners connectto the

natural world.

Eco Artists Dialog pastevents video archive
The resource is a series of webinars titled "Art and Education Series” by WEAD, an

organization that promotes women environmental artists.

Articles

This article on the Artful Parent website interviewsRichard Shilling, a UK-based land artis
about his work and philosophy. 31
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https://focusonnature.ca/workshops
https://anchor.fm/theartofecology/episodes/Podcast-Trailer-Let-me-Introduce-Myself-Marissa-Jacobs-of-The-Art-of-Ecology-e145h8s
https://www.weadartists.org/art-and-education-series
https://artfulparent.com/richard-shilling-on-land-art-for-kids/
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