
Thinking Critically about Historical Perspectives

Source: National Film Board

https://www.nfb.ca/film/angry_inuk/
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Please take a few moments for some quiet self-reflection on these 
questions:

• What is your perspective on hunting? (What do you know about it? 
Have you participated in it?)

• What is your perspective on seal hunting? (What do you know about 
it? Who hunts seals, and why?)
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Self-Reflection
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• There are some scenes of seals being hunted, the sealskin cleaning and 
preparing process, and seal meat being eaten (raw and cooked).

• It is ok if you need to look away from the screen during those scenes.

• There is a brief mention of high suicide rates.

• If at any time during the film you need to take a break from watching, 
please do so.
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Content Warning
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1. Introduction to Worksheet 1
2. Watch the first 20 minutes of film, Angry Inuk
3. Discuss Worksheet 1, Introduction to Worksheet 2
4. Watch remaining hour of the film
5. Overall discussions & wrap up
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Overview
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Inquiry Question
Whose perspectives on environmental 
policies and decisions should matter?
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• Guidepost 4:
Ø Taking the perspective of historical actors means inferring how people felt 

and thought in the past. It does not mean identifying with those 
actors. Valid inferences are those based on evidence.
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Second Order Concept: Historical Perspectives

Demonstration of Limited 
Understanding: 

Student equates perspective taking to 
flights of imagination, failing to consider 

evidence.

Demonstration of Powerful 
Understanding: 

Student makes factually accurate, 
evidence-based inferences about 
the beliefs, values, and motivations 

of an historical actor while 
recognizing the limitations of our 

understanding.
Adapted from: Seixas & Morton, The Big Six Historical Thinking Concepts, 2013, p. 148.
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Understanding Historical Perspectives
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Over-
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Indifference
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Begin watching the film Angry Inuk by Alethea Arnaquq-Baril
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• Guidepost 5:
Ø Different historical actors have diverse perspectives on the events in which 

they are involved. Exploring these is key to understanding historical events.
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Second Order Concept: Historical Perspectives

Demonstration of Limited 
Understanding: 

Student fails to recognize differences 
among the perspectives of various 

peoples in the past.

Demonstration of Powerful 
Understanding: 

Student distinguishes a variety of 
perspectives among historical 
actors participating in a given 

event.

Adapted from: Seixas & Morton, The Big Six Historical Thinking Concepts, 2013, p. 148.
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Continue watching the film
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1. What narrative of seal hunting has resulted from the voices of animal 
rights activists and government organizations being so loud?

Possible answers:
• “Seal hunting is cruel!”
• Arctic animals are precious and vulnerable to money-hungry humans.
• The fashion market is causing seal hunting for no good reason.
• If foreign governments don’t stop seal hunting, seals will continue to be 

subjected to pain, or they will go extinct!
• Later…Inuit seal hunting for their own subsistence is understandable, but it is 

unrelated to the commercial/fashion market for seal skin in Europe.
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Critical Thinking Questions
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2. Why couldn’t the animal rights activists and European Union 
understand (identify with/empathize) Inuit perspectives on seal 
hunting?

Possible answers:
• They have never asked Inuit.
• They have never been to Arctic communities.
• They are blinded by motivation for profit, and cute seals raise donations, so it is 

in their interest to ignore Inuit.
• They think they have protected Inuit by supporting the “subsistence hunt.”
• They care about animals more than Indigenous people.
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Critical Thinking Questions
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3. What are some more informed views of seal hunting, now that we 
know more about Inuit perspectives?

Possible answers:
• Inuit care a lot about seals and have been in relationship with them, through 

hunting, for generations.
• Arctic animals are precious. But seals are not endangered. In fact, they may be 

overpopulated.
• Seal skins are needed for warm clothing, they are more sustainable than 

synthetics, and all parts of the seal are used by Inuit.
• Local communities and governments should be responsible for protecting 

animals, and Indigenous governments should always be consulted.
• Inuit hunters and seamstresses need the seal skin fashion market to 

support subsistence, so they can profit from the value of the skins.
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Critical Thinking Questions
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4. Whose perspectives on environmental policies and decisions should 
matter?

5. Who else’s perspectives would you want to know more about?
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Critical Thinking Questions
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Please take a few moments for some quiet self-reflection on this 
question:

• How did this film change your initial views and reactions to seal 
hunting, if at all?
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Post Lesson Self-Reflection
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• Seal populations continue to grow at a strong rate: 2014 survey 
determined the Northwest Atlantic harp seal population was around 
7.5 million.
• According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature Red 

List of Threatened Species, Harp Seal and Grey Seal are both listed as 
“Least Concern” and the population trend is ”Increasing” (as of 2015)
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Current Events: Seal Populations

https://www.iucnredlist.org/
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“Like the corporations we campaign against, we too must be open to
change. Open to examining ourselves, our history, and the impact our
campaigns have had, and to constantly reassessing ourselves — not just
by apologizing, but by humbly making amends and changing the way
we work. And we have a responsibility — not just as an organization
that once campaigned against the commercial hunt, but also as
conscious, socially responsible human beings — to right wrongs,
to actively stop the spread of misinformation, and to decolonize our
thinking, our language and our approach.”
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Current Events: Greenpeace Apology, 2014

Click here for Greenpeace’s full apology statement.

https://www.greenpeace.org/canada/en/story/5473/greenpeace-apology-to-inuit-for-impacts-of-seal-campaign/
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Current Events: 
Climate Change

Click here for full article.
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https://www.ctvnews.ca/climate-and-environment/climate-change-poses-threat-to-indigenous-alaskans-seal-hunting-study-finds-1.5566090
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Follow Alethea on Twitter
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